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The Foundation 
Offers:

  }  Fundraising Services to assist 
churches and agencies with 
capital and annual campaigns.

  }  Investment Services to furnish 
churches and individuals 
with multiple investment 
opportunities that deliver 
competitive returns.

  }  Lending Services to extend 
low-interest loans to churches 
and agencies wishing to 
refi nance debt, or build, 
renovate or expand facilities.

  }  Planned Giving Services to 
provide consultation to donors 
wishing to make charitable gifts 
or establish endowments to 
benefi t the Church.

CALL 770-449-6726 
OR 

VISIT US ONLINE AT 
www.ngumf.org

Faith & Money

Faithful stewardship has been 
a top priority throughout 

Richard and Barbara Hickman’s 
56-year marriage. Even as young 
newlyweds, they pledged to tithe 
and trust God to show them how 
to best use their fi nancial resources. 
Today, blessed with a loving 
family and an active church life at 
Chamblee First UMC, they have 
invested in the North Georgia 
United Methodist Foundation’s 
Development Fund in response to 
God’s grace in their lives.

“The Bible says, ‘From everyone 
who has been given much, much 
will be required.’ We have been 
given a lot and are very thankful,” 
Richard Hickman said. “We want 
to give back in return to our church 
and to the foundations that do good 
work.”       

Although Hickman, a Foundation 
trustee, was acquainted with the 
Development Fund, it was a recent
Faith & Money article that “brought

it home.” “I read how Herchel 
Sheets bought four certifi cates 
because the investments made good 
fi nancial and spiritual sense,” he 
said. “After I thought about it, I 
realized he was right. The rates are 
the same, if not better, than banks, 
so why not have the Church use that 
vehicle to grow ministry?”

The Hickmans purchased three 
interest-bearing certifi cates on 1, 2 
and 3 year terms. Their investment 
helps to provide a readily available 
source of funds that allows churches, 
agencies and entities to borrow 
money at competitive loan rates 
for the refi nancing of debt, or the 
building, renovation or expansion  
of facilities.

“There is something given to me 
by the Almighty that tells me when 
things are right or wrong,” Hickman 
said. “This investment makes me 
feel like I’ve done the right thing 
because it is growing the Church 
and building the Kingdom.”

Multiplying Financial Resources for Mission and Ministry

Barbara and Richard Hickman are members of Chamblee First UMC.
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